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Town plan raises questions about Outback’s future
By Brittany Lyte
blyte@bcnnew.com

As the Outback Teen Center celebrates its
ninth birthday, a town planning proposal is
born with designs for a village common, a new
library, a re-vamped town hall and stacked
parking — but all these plans are contingent
on the demolition or relocation of the teen
center.
Last month, First Selectman Jeb Walker
endorsed a plan to create a more efﬁcient
village center by upgrading and relocating
several town buildings, possibly including
the library, town hall, the ﬁre station and the
Board of Education central ofﬁces. Walker
has not introduced a speciﬁc proposal, but
rather organized a committee to embark on a
12-month study of facility shortcomings and
propose a solution.

Walker has said that it might be desirable
to bring together the town government and
service bodies into a central downtown campus, and the only concrete proposal currently
on the table is one that does just that.
The New Canaan Library board recently
unveiled a proposal — one that Walker said
propelled him to name a committee to study a
mass town makeover — created by renowned
New York City-based architect Robert Stern.
The privately funded $100,000 study proposes
the creation of a village campus in the space
now occupied by the Park Street parking lot,
town hall, Vine Cottage, the Red Cross building and the Outback Teen Center. The plan
calls for the removal of the Outback to an
alternate location to make way for an underground parking facility, additional aboveSee Outback on A8
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The recent town plan proposal could displace the Outback Teen
Center, pictured above.

Murray
running
for probate
judge
By Maggie Gordon
mgordon@bcnnew.com

Darien
Republican
Mike Murray, who has a
law ﬁrm in New Canaan,
is attempting to make his
way onto the ballot for
the Aug. 10 probate court
judge primary.
As of early this week,
he was working to collect
the necessary 616 signatures to earn his spot on
the ballot, alongside New
Canaanite Bill Ostendorf
and Darienite John Ryan.

Contributed photo

New Canaan resident
Donald O. Souden founded
a magazine focused on
crime in the Victorian era.

See Local on A8

Farren posts
bond in
attempted
murder case
By Jeff Morganteen
jeff.morganteen@scni.com

STAMFORD — Former
White House attorney
John Michael Farren posted a $750,000 bond Monday
morning and was released
from custody following a
brief court appearance
and after spending nearly
six months in a state correctional facility.
See ‘Ripperologist’ on A11
See Farren on A8
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Today’s weather
calls for cloudy
skies this morning followed by
sunshine and a
high of 73.
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